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act of adultery as a far greater offence against the
family. On the other hand a husband is completely
liable for his wife's torts, and is frequently sued by
creditors who cannot touch the income of a rich
married woman; for this income is subject to a
" restraint on anticipation/' Our modern legisla-
tion has, therefore, produced the same result here
as elsewhere, namely, anarchy, unnecessary litiga-
tion, and irresponsibility.

My third subject was the rights of minors and
lunatics as to which the State has fortunately
done very little. We have never enjoyed in this
country the useful machinery of a Family Council,
of which I shall say more in the next chapter, so
that we have no means of controlling the spend-
thrift or the incipient lunatic. In the early stages
of general paralysis of the insane a man may easily
dispose of his whole fortune and possibly other
persons5 property without any legal hindrance, and
that is just the kind of individual liberty which is
quite safe from legislative interference of the kind
that prevails in this country.

My fourth subject was legislation in regard to
money-lenders. On this question the* State has
perpetrated a series of ridiculous statutes which
have only been saved from absurdity by the sensible
decisions of judges, who are not inclined to accept
the statement of any sane adult, save in exceptional
cases, that he or she has not understood the docu-
ment signed by him or her on the strength of which
money has been paid. Here again we have the
same result of anarchy, unnecessary litigation, and
irresponsibility.